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, . E.O. 12356: OECL: OADR 

• -TAGS: 5REF, UNHCR, WFP. AF . PK 

* SUBJECT: AFGHAN REFUGEES APPRECIATE U.S. ASSISTANCE; SEEK 
'•••MODIFICATIONS OF FOOD RATIONS 



1. (C) 



ENTIRE TEXT. 



2. DURING JANUARY 30 VISIT BY CONSUL TO MOHAMMAD KHOJA REFU- 
JGEE CAMP NEAR HANGU (KOHAT DISTRICT). REFUGEE ELDERS MADE SOME 
•OBSERVATIONS AND PRESENTED SEVERAL REQUESTS WITH A SOMEWHAT 
•OIFFERENT TWIST . AFTER EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR U.S. 
• ASSISTANCE .]"* 

. . J/ONE SPOKESMAN PRESENTED REFUGEE REQUESTS 
FOR CHANGES IN THE FOTJtT RATIONS THEY ARE RECEIVING. THESE 
INCLUDED: (A) CHANGING THE MONTHLY PER CAPITA RATION OF WHEAT 
FROM FIFTEEN KILOGRAMS TO TEN KILOGRAMS WHEAT AND TEN KILO-N 
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GRAMS RICE; (B) REPLACING 

U.S. -SUPPLIED VEGETABLE OIL WITH GHEE; AND (C) MORE SUGAR. 
ELDER POINTED OUT THAT SUCH REVISED RATIONS WOULD BE CLOSER 
TO THE DIET THE REFUGEES WERE ACCUSTOMED TO IN AFGHANISTAN. 

3. ELDER ALSO SAID THAT THE REFUGEES (THERE ARE ABOUT 18.00O 
REGISTERED AT MOHAMMAD KHOJA, MOSTLY FROM KUNAR AND PAKTIA 
PROVINCES) ARE SHORT OF CASH AND RECEIVE THEIR MONTHLY CASH 
A? I nwANfjF FftQM TH F GOP ONL Y ONCE A YEAR. THEY WOULD LIKE TO 
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•••••5 IN A SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION IN KOHAT WITH A LEADER OF THE 
••••"jAMIAT-UL-ULEMA-E-ISLAM (UUI). SUBJECT OF REFUGEE RATIONS 
...••AGAIN CAME UP OUR JUI INTERLOCUTOR. WHO IS ALSO A CLOTH MERCHANT. 

• • 'NOTED THAT THE RATIONS THE REFUGEES ARE RECEIVING ARE NOT IN 

*KEEPING WITH THEIR DESIRES. IN ADDITION TO A DESIRE FOR GHEE 
••• RATHER THAN VEGOIL. HE POINTED OUT THAT MOST AFGHANS DRINK 
*• -GREEN TEA WITHOUT MILK AND THEREFORE HAVE NO NEED OF MILK 
•••• .RATIONS AND 00 NOT LIKE THE BLACK TEA THEY CURRENTLY RECEIVE. 
•HE ALSO CLAIMED THEY PREFER THEIR OWN CLOTH TO HIGHER OUALITY 
*CLOTH OONATED TO THEM. AS A RESULT. HE SAID THAT THE REFUGEES 
.'"•SELL OFF THE COMMODITIES THEY DO NOT WANT AT PRICES BELOW 
••••WHAT PAKISTANI MERCHANTS CAN OBTAIN. THEREBY CAUSING RESENTMENT 
• «AMONGST LOCAL BAZAARIS- 
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•"•**6. COMMENT: THE VIEWS OF THE REFUGEE ELDERS AT MOHAMMAD 

KHOJA MAY OR MAY NOT BE REPRESENTATIVE OF VIEWS HELD IN THE 
••"•REFUGEE POPULATION AS A WHOLE. BUT SOME OF THE (PREFERENCE 
••••• F0R GHEE 0V E R VEGOIL) WE HAVE HEARD BEFORE. EMBOFFS ON FUTURE 
*• " JviSITTS TO REFUGEE CAMPS MAY WISH TO PURSUE SOME OF THESE 
QUESTIONS FURTHER. ft 
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